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MATERIALS EXPLAINED

Getting questions from retailers about display materials?  
Collated to reference the most common materials in Point of Sale, we have created the materials explained table to provide recycled and recyclability information 

for consideration when planning an in-store retail display.
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MATERIALS PLASTIC 
CATEGORY

USED FOR BENEFITS                                   RECYCLED CONTENT           LIFESPAN RECYCLABILITY

Card n/a Promotional trays
Promotional floorstands 
Packaging

Lightweight, ideal for flat pack units.                                    Generally 70% recycled content
                                   (Centre 100% recycled, outer 
virgin                          virgin)

             Typically 4 weeks instore though can be
              used for 3 months instore.

Fully recyclable.   
Avoid coating / laminates to minimise resources to 
recycle.

Polypropylene 
PP

PP 5 Clip Strips 
Food trays, plastic fixings eg hinges, pipes, car parts

Flexible, adaptable hard,
high heat resistance.

                                    n/a              Suitable for permanent use instore. Fully recyclable. 

PVC 
Polyvinyl 
chloride

PVC 3 Parasite units, Gravity Feed Units, Leaflet holders 
Pipes, panels, car components

Rigid, strong.                                     n/a              Suitable for permanent use instore. Recyclable but recommend retailer processes checked 
as tends to be less widely recycled in UK.

HIPS / 
Styrene

PS 6 Promotional trays, Permanent trays 
Shelf trays  
Parasite units 
Wall cladding, Internal signage 
Toys, car parts

Versatile, strong, rigid, 
economical, durable, 
Impact resistant. 
Wide colour range.

                 Suitable for permanent use instore. Fully recyclable.   
Can be recycled multiple times. 
Some industrial compostable options for injection 
moulding.

PETG 
Polyethylene 
terephthalate 
glycol

PETG 7 Parasite units 
Gravity Feed Units 
Leaflet holders 
Vacuum formings 
Screens  
Bus shelters, drinks bottles

Resilient, strong, rigid,  
clear with good clarity, 
good impact resistance. 
Available UV protected for
outdoor use.

 
                                   

             Suitable for permanent use instore. Fully recyclable.

Acrylic PMMA 7 Fragrance displays  
Leaflet Holders 
Splashbacks, Picture frame 'glass', windows, 
greenhouses

Premium, including edges when polished
/ laser cut.  
Good resistance to dilute acids and alkalis. 
Strong , scratch resistant food safe.
Clear, edge lit, opal coloured
and frosted options.
Suitable for use outdoors.

                                                Suitable for permanent use instore. Fully recyclable.

Foamex PVC foam 3 CDU's, Graphic panels Lightweight, durable.
 
Thicker sheets can be used
outdoors.

                                                Suitable for permanent use instore. Reusable or Recyclable.  Recommend retailer processes 
checked regarding printed foamex.  

PC 
Polycarbonate

PC 7 Screens, tubes, Airport POS 
Riot shields, baby bottle, safety helmets

Transparent, strong, tough. 
Flame retardant options.

                                   n/a              Suitable for permanent use instore. Fully recyclable. 

Wood n/a Permanent free standing units, 
Concession counters 
Till Areas

Cost effective.  
Units can be taken apart for flat 
pack transport, storage and
reuse. Available for outdoor use.

                                   FSC options  
                                   Renewable 

             Long-life. Wood can be repurposed or recycled into items such 
as: 
animal bedding 
chipboard manufacture 
Biomass fuel

Steel n/a Ladderacks 
Floorstands 
Store fixtures

Robust & long-life.                                                 Exceeds 5+ years. Fully recyclable.   
Can be recycled multiple times.

Separating waste materials is key to the successful recycling.
Discuss Retailers route to recycling when selecting materials.  

For further material information and to discuss our bioplastic range please get in touch.

Properties Key

Lightweight StrongImpact ResistantLong Life Outdoor

2mm material exceeds 80% recycled 
content.100% recycled sheets 
availble in 10mm+ thick

Up to 25% recycled sheet possible
in 2mm or 3mm 50%.

Extruded 0%
Cast expect 3-5% recycled content.
Recycled Extruded 90%, 
Recycled Cast 100%

Sheet material options with part/
100% recycled content are available.

British steel can contain 25%-35%
recycled content. Other sources
may only average 15-20%
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